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1.	What is OPOS?





OPOS stands for ‘OLE for Retail POS’.  It defines an open architecture for Win32-based POS device access and defines interfaces for POS devices.  Its intention is to make changing hardware a transparent process, as all devices of a given type (e.g. scale, cash drawer, scanner, etc.) will use a common interface.








2.	What is an OPOS Control?





An OPOS Control provides an interface between a POS application and a piece of hardware.  At run time the control is invisible to all software except the application.  The application makes requests through methods and properties exposed by the control, which gives its responses via method return values, parameters, events or changed property values.





An OPOS Control has two parts, a ‘Control Object’ and a ‘Service Object’.  The control object is device independent; provided that all developers of OPOS controls adhere to the standard then it should not matter which control object is used with a particular class of device.  The service object is device dependent, i.e. there must be a service object for every different device that may be used.  For example, the A702 Weight Only service object will not work with a Hobart scale.
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3.	OPOS Scale Driver : Schematic
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4.	The A702 Weight-Only Scale OPOS Control





This OPOS Control allows a PC based POS system to communicate with an A702 Scale over an RS232 link.  The control and service objects were written to Release 1.2 of the OPOS Control Programmer’s Guide and OPOS Application Programmer’s Guide respectively.  All the properties, methods and events specified in those documents are supported. 





4.1	Additonal Features


In addition to the functionality specified in the two OPOS Programmer’s Guide, we have provided the ability to configure which COM port you wish to use for communications with the scale.  This information is held in the registry and can be changed in two ways.





In the file ‘A702.reg’, supplied with the OPOS control software, change ‘COM1’ to the port you wish to use.


Use REGEDIT to access the registry.  You will need to change the string value ‘Port’ in the key : HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\OLEforRetail\ServiceOPOS\Scale\A702.





4.2	Unsupported Scale Functionality


The following functionality normally provided by the A702 family of scales is not available, due to lack of provision in the current OPOS standard.





Tares.  There is no way to set a tare from the POS terminal.


Zero.  There is no way to zero the scale from the POS terminal.


Display test.  This function cannot be performed from the POS terminal.


Price computing.  The current OPOS control only supports weight only scales.





If the first three functions were required they could be provided by using the ‘DirectIO’ method, i.e. the application talks directly to the service object, bypassing the control object.  However, this would tie the application to using the A702 weight only scale.





Tares and price computing are covered in Release 1.3 of the OPOS standard, currently at draft.  They will be added to the A702 OPOS control when Release 1.3 is issued.
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